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Support for Children with Special Educational Needs During Early Childhood

KOREEDA Kiyoji, KAKUTO Chizuko SUGITA Kiyoko, SUZUKI Sakiko

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the current state of children with special educational needs during
early childhood, and to explore relevant issues in kindergartens, nursery schools, and elementary schools.
To achieve this objective, a questionnaire was administered in nursery schools, kindergartens, and certified
children’s schools in a wide area incorporating Tokyo.

The results suggest the following: (1) The ratio of children with special educational needs, including
children with medical diagnosis, is extremely high. (2 ) The proportion of children diagnosed with autistic
spectrum disorders (ASDs) is very high, about 30 % . This result seemed to be influenced by the widening
definition of ASD by the recent revision of diagnostic criteria (DSM-V). (3) It was thought that the support
methods for children with special educational needs at each facility aimed to promote cooperation with external
expert organizations, to give careful consideration to them, and to arrange a childcare (education) system
through the members of the facilities. (4 ) With regard to collaboration with other facilities, it was seen that
the proportion of facilities cooperating with the “Child development support center” and the “Health welfare
center (public health center)” was high. Because Inter-Professional Working (IPW) is still a developing
domain in the field of nursing, future development is expected in this area. (5) The percentage of making
individual education plans (IEPs) was significantly higher in nursery schools (625 % vs. 336 %) and the
proportion of nominations for special support education coordinators was significantly higher in kindergartens
(414% vs. 101%). (6) As for connection collaboration between preschool facilities and primary schools,
various opinions were presented on the necessity of information sharing with the transfer destination and the

way in which the school attendance support committee should be present.

Keywords: Children with Special Educational Needs, Early Childhood, Individualized Nursery (Education)
Plan, Special Educational Needs Coordinator, Inter-Professional Working (IPW)
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