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I Summary

On Marked Population Declines seen in Chinese History

YAMADA Toshiaki
Zhao Wenlin and Xie Shujun coauthored History of Chinese Population (People's Publishing
House, 1988) was the first book scientifically calculating changes in population seen in Chinese
history. Reforms and open-door policies following the Great Cultural Revolution first enabled this
book to be published, which gives an exhaustive good picture of the bright and dark sides of
Chinese history from the standpoint of changes in population. Contrasting this book with
Taketoshi Sato’s Chronology of Chinese Disaster History (Kokushokankokai Inc., 1993) reveals
that a principal cause of population decline was starvation.
In this article, I reveal from descriptions of history books the circumstances at the time

population halved and discuss the true state thereof.

Keywords: war, famine, death by starvation, Chinese history, population

Bricoleur Kumagusu—Concerning “Yariate” and Bricolage

KARASAWA Taisuke
In this article, surrounding the word “Yariate” coined by Kumagusu Minakata (1867-1941, a
naturalist, folklorist, myxomycete researcher) and the concept “Bricolage” advocated by Claude
Lévi-Strauss (1908-2009, a cultural anthropologist), I compare and discuss the key concepts of
their respective thought. Through this process, I reveal that what are essential in Minakata’s
“Yariate” are highly intuitive wisdom beyond analytical and objective knowledge, as well as tact,
namely the ability to connect things belonging to different semantic fields each other.
“Yariate" is an intellectual Bricolage. It is extremely savage, nevertheless, is as beautiful as
a “myth.” Under extremely limited circumstances where there were few books and seldom
information arrived from outside world, Minakata’s Bricolage was performed to its full potential.
In this article, quoting Minakata’s discourses, I discuss the process he performed tact and
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conducted “Yariate” in Nachi-san Mountain with his books “in hand” and the knowledge he had

accumulated so far.

Keywords: Kumagusu Minakata, “Yariate,” tact, Lévi-Strauss, Bricolage

“Urashimas” in the Meiji Era—“novels,” “dramas” and “juvenile literature”

HAYAKAWA Yoshie

The so-called “Urashima Taro” is recognized as one of “old tales” or “fairy tales,” nevertheless,

it was originally the stories recorded as historic events in those literatures in ancient Japan such
as Nihon Shoki. Thereafter, diverse variations were developed in each era, and the stories, being
translated into Waka and Noh songs, gradually spread. Since the early years of the Edo Era, the
stories came to be recorded in books such as “Otogi Bunko” and published. Xylographic publishing
became widespread, producing many parodies thereof as well as stories appropriating their motifs.
In addition, from the first half through around middle years of the Meiji Era, Tokuchi Kodo, Rohan
Koda, Ogai Mori, Shoyo Tsubouchi or the like published their respective works utilizing Urashima.
On the other hand, Sazanami Iwaya compiled Nihon Mukashibanashi (Japanese Fairy Tales)
series popularizing “old tales” as well as got involved in compiling national textbooks, which made
his story pattern spread as “Urashima Taro” publicly known. Accordingly, in the present age, the
stories often end at the timing Urashima Taro grows older, and such other types of ending as

transforming into a crane or becoming a Taoist immortal are not publicly known so much.

Keywords: Urashima Taro, Urashimako no Den, Otogi Zoshi, Kusazoshi, juvenile literature,

national textbook

Love Poems Accompanied by a Sense of Loss in 7he Goddesses

—Love and a Sense of Guilt of Guo Moruo

YOKOUCHI Rina

Guo Moruo, prior to coming to Japan in 1914, got married with a woman his parents had
determined. He could not feel affection for his wife, and engaged in free love with Sato Tomi, a
Japanese woman he met after coming to Japan, leading to marriage with her out of legal system.
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Summary

It should have been a longed love and an ideal marriage for Guo Moruo who experienced love only
after coming to Japan. Nevertheless, upon going beyond Platonic relations, their love turned
something undutiful and inadmissible to him because he could not give his virginity in spite of
destroying her virginity. As a consequence, many of his love poems somehow cast a dark shadow.

Young men in the intellectual class of Japan at that time were supposed to be going to live a
life as an elite bearing the destiny of the state on his shoulders. However, as a matter of fact, they
agonized about their love in connection with their family (parents) rather than about the
connection between an individual and the state. The self of Guo Moruo awakened in Japan was
that of Chinese students, nevertheless, it was the same agony among young men in Japanese
intellectual class in the Taisho Era. Guo Moruo agonized in the Taisho Era in Japan about the
issues concerning family and concerning an individual. Guo Moruo performed creative activities
amid such agony, resulting in love with his sweetheart accompanying something unpleasant,

which influenced on his works noticeably.

Keywords: Guo Moruo, The Goddesses, agony, Taisho, love, guilt

The Narrow Area between the Sea and the Mountain

KAWAMOTO Hideo

Ishinomaki is a city near the mouth of the Kitakami River, and a district struck by three large
tsunamis caused by Sanriku earthquake, Great Chilean earthquake, and the recent Great East
Japan earthquake. The Oshika Peninsula is a peninsula extending from this district into the
Pacific Ocean. Many NPOs and incorporated associations were organized and a new network for
restoration had already got up and running. I visited the Oshika Peninsula for on-site inspection
where Art Festival was to be held in the summer of 2017. In the attempt to utilize a natural
environment as art, the focus would be how to make a local environment into a material for art.

That was the purpose of my three-day visit.

Keywords: Ishinomaki, peninsula, A language and B language, tactual map
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Environment—Art Festival

KAWAMOTO Hideo

Reborn-Art Festival was held in and around Ishinomaki City and the Oshika Peninsula in
August 2017. It was a festival for as long as about 40 days. A hands-on exercise of two days and a
night was established as one of the projects in the festival, and executed three times during the
festival period. I, as a supervisor, established this exercise and deliberated over art works installed
in the Oshika Peninsula. About 40 art works were exhibited ranging from those by seasoned
artists to those by up-and-coming artists. These works were exhibited in the environment, and
had points of contact with the environment, ranging widely as far as those changing their points
of contact. I deliberated over some of the art works so as to cause their respective inherent nature

demonstrated.

Keywords: Oshika Peninsula, Reborn-Art Walk, hands-on exercise, environment

Description of Experience: Ontology of Actions II—Double Selves in Autopoiesis

INAGAKI Satoshi

This article deals with the subject “two selves,” however, “self (auto, sich, Selbst)” I discuss
here does not by itself mean “I” who live an everyday life, nor philosophical “ego” or “subjectivity.”
Neither is my intent to rehabilitate philosophy of subjectivity. Instead, I am trying to establish
the term “self” as one that can include world phenomena seen over a broader area, especially
phenomena certain unit elements “dynamically form cluster/assemblage.” Through such process,
I reveal double movements contained in self after the pattern of autopoiesis theory. The
movements play roles in stabilization and destabilization, as well as structurization and

functionalization. Finally, I point up the difference with Bateson’s “self” who advanced cybernetics.

Keywords: self, autopoiesis, cybernetics, structure, function
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