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“Time present and time past
Are both perhaps present in time future,

And time future contained in time past.” (118)'
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[Abstract)

Interpersonal Conflict with a Loss
— Reading Child in Time by lan McEwan

Kaoru SATO*

Tan McEwan’s Child in Time (1987), the author describes the process of how a father and his wife come to understand and
accept the loss of their young daughter. They became despondent after her loss, but were unable to share their feelings with
each other. Each of them had to confront their own despair and begin to overcome it separately. Steven, the main character of
this novel, barely managed to maintain his sanity by attending committee meetings and visiting his elderly parents. Through
these visits, he started to understand how he himself had been a child in the past. He came to recognize the meaning of having
a child and also reached an understanding that he himself had been loved by his parents during his youth. The purpose of this
paper is to examine the process of overcoming grief from loss and Steven’s confrontation with finite time.

Key word : personal loss, temporal awareness, childhood, acceptance of loss, interpersonal conflict
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