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Sonaemochi (A Folklore, Rice Cake Enshrined on
Household Shinto Shrine on New Year’ s Day) as the
Symbolism of Social Structure:

Based on Example of a Community located in the
Tama Headwaters in Eastern Yamanashi Prefecture

TACHIYANAGI, Satoshi

Abstract

When rethinking on the research history of culture and society based in dry field farming,
we perceive that researches on the interrelation between folklore and social structure are
lacking and it is a subject. So In this paper, I will be approaching to that.

Konagata where 1 researched, located in the Tama Headwaters is a community formed
on dry field farming. In here, the actual state of sonaemochi in each household is variously.
But they are classified into three patterns approximately as the following.

Pattern 1: made by only rice

Pattern 2: made by to mix rice and millet

Pattern 3: made by only millet

On the other hand, each household is divided into three classes based in financial power
as the following:

Class A: possible to keep out of debt

Class B: possible to raise wheat

Class C: impossible to raise wheat

By my research, it is cleared to correspond in a general way with three patterns and
three classes. That is to say, households belonging to class A make pattern 1. The class B
makes pattern 2 in the same way. The relation between the class C and pattern 3 is also.

Like this, I proved the interrelation between folklore and social structure in Konagata.

Key words: patterns of somaemochi, social structure, classes, the interrelation between

folklore and social structure



