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[Abstract)

The Two Versions of the Kabuki Yasu, the Bat as Adaptations of
Chaplin’s City Lights (1931)

Yuka IGARASHI*

City Lights was adapted into a kabuki play entitled Yasu, the Bat (Komori no Yasu-San) by Kimura Kinka in 1931 before
the film came to Japan. The first production of Yasu, the Bat was performed casting Morita Kanya Xl in the title role in 1931,
and eighty-eight years later, the play was revived on stage with Matsumoto Koshiro X performing the character in 2019. The
scripts of the two kabuki productions, however, are significantly different from each other in their portrayal of Yasu. The char-
acter of Yasu was endowed with the attributes of a good person, albeit one who associated with ruffians in the 1931 produc-
tion, but in the 2019 production the duality was dispensed with and he was represented as a good-natured man throughout.
This stems from the different ways in which the two productions were influenced by the character of Komori Yasu in
Yosaburo and Otomi (Kirare Yosa), onto which Kimura projected Chaplin’s tramp when he originally adapted City Lights into
a kabuki play in 1931. It is also due to differences in how Charlie was construed by Kimura in 1931 and by the revisers of
Kimura’s text in 2019.

Key words : Charles Chaplin, City Lights, A tramp Charlie, Kabuki Yasu, the Bat, Komori Yasu
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