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Burial Bodies, Burial Bones: Acceptance of Cremation in T District, Sado City

SUZUKI Yohei”

Abstract

This paper analyzes the continual practices of burying in Sado Island in Japan. Our
research site, T settlement has experienced the transformation of cemetery and burial
practice; e.g. constructing tombstones, acceptance of cremation and so on. However their
conception for cemetery hasn’t changed in the early stage. Their cemetery was regarded as
“place for the bodies”. After the acceptance of cremation, their conception had transformed
to the “place for the bones”. Through these continual selection and change, the cemetery in
T settlement has become a place where a family or “ie” has their single tombstone and
place to bury.

What makes burial practice in today’s T settlement is the accumulation of the past
selections and practices. Certain generation would make decision according to “What the
former generation would do”. That is, decision for burying style is chosen by the
communication with the dead generations. Understanding the process of inheritance and

discontinuation of these custom would help us to grasp the practices over generations.
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