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On Deathbed Supplication to Amida Buddha in Early
Shin Buddhism
With a Focus on Believers in the Kanto Region
(Togoku-monto)

ITAJIKI, Masumi

Shinran argued that if true faith is achieved in one’s lifetime, there is no need to
supplicate Amida Buddha for salvation at the time of death, and therefore avoided the
practice. However, previous research has shown that this teaching, distinctive to Shinran,
was not properly understood by believers in the Kanto region (the Togoku-monto) . This
research, though, stopped short of concretely examining what the Togoku-monto actually
believed about deathbed salvation by Amida. In this article, I analyze the Togoku-monto
understanding of the issue in detail, distinguishing between the period when Shinran
was alive and the period after his death, while also elucidating the distinctiveness of
Shinran’s views by comparing them to Honen's. The fact that Shinran’s views on the issue
differ completely from those of Kenchi and Senku (of the Takada school) and Ryokai
(of Azabu) thus becomes clear, indicating, among other things, the influence of Esoteric
Buddhism and the doctrine of zen-chishiki (kalyana-mitra) or “Attaining Buddhahood
through Good Teachings.”
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