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Abstract:

Inoue Enryd’s (1858-1919) philosophy has been recognized from an intellectual
history standpoint as the work of a Meiji BHI& period (1868-1912) enlightenment
intellectual. However, in recent years, a serious re-evaluation of his thought has gained
momentum, with scholars focusing on its character as comparative philosophy and its
relationship to his wide-ranging activities. This re-evaluation is also taking place in
folklore research that focuses on yokai #k1%  ("unusual phenomena") culture.

In this paper, I first will make clear the similarities between the logical structures
found in Enryd’s philosophical works and his yokai studies (yokaigaku BRPEY:) .
Then, having done so, I will consider the present-day possibilities of this logic while
focusing on Enryd’s notion of the "True Mystery" (shinkai E%) . The world
structure present in his philosophy that he understands through the perspectives of
"matter" (butsu %) , "mind" (shin /0») , and "Principle" (ri ) is also
found in his yokai studies. There, we find a paradoxical structure in which the "True
Mystery" is simultaneously the direct beginning and ending point of inquiry into
"yokai." The "True Mystery" is not the mystery of truth that cannot be explained no
matter how much human knowledge progresses, as other research would have it. Rather,
as the direct source of knowledge it is the basis of knowing, while it is also the final

point of knowledge. Furthermore, the development of the emotions and knowledge of
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humankind is that which mediates the True Mystery’s nature as a source and as an aim.
The reason that the "True Mystery" has been difficult to understand for yokai culture
research scholars engaging in studies of Enryo’s thought is because it has this kind of
dual structure. What kind of guidance can an analysis of this "True Mystery" offer yokai
research? I believe it lies in the perspectival nature of knowledge in Enry6’s yokai
studies. In other words, Enryd does not absolutize any kind of perspective that
elucidates yokai, such as material or psychological ones. Rather, he thought that yokai
phenomena should be made clear in terms of the interrelated nature of these
perspectives. Furthermore, today’s research can also learn from Enryd’s consistent use
as the basis of his research a definition of yokai that sees them as "phenomena" and
does narrowly define them as concrete essences or images that exist on the level of
representations. Today, with I research thriving in ethnology and cultural anthropology
while they tend toward segmentation, yokai studies, which developed as a philosophy
that makes clear the basis of other fields of study, should not only consult this research,
but also be forged into an academic endeavor that can be part of a process of mutual
exchange between itself and these fields. I believe that this will help lead to the sound
continuation of Enry0’s yokai studies.

(Keyword: Inoue Enryd, "Lectures on Yokai Studies", Phenomena, False Mystery,
True Mystery)
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