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A Study on Osan by DAZAI Osamu:
from the Viewpoint of a Wife Talking about Her
Husband

SEKINE, Junko

Osan is a novel told from a wife's viewpoint, written by Dazai in a woman's
monologue style. Dazai was possessed with a woman's monologue since the time when
he wrote Tourou (A Lantern). It should be kept in mind that [katari i ¥ | (to talk)
implies [katari B Y | (to deceive). The wife talks to her anemic husband, but gets no
response or reaction. There exists discrepancy between the husband and the wife.
Letter symbols (Ecriture) expressed by the title of this novel Osan, convey certain
imagination to the readers. Since this novel was published after the novel Shayou (The
Setting Sun), the relationship between Shayou and Osan must be taken into
consideration. Especially, key words for ‘revolution’ and ‘snake’ are important. On the
assumption that Dazai tried to project himself on the husbhand who is haunted by the
shadow of death, Osan can be said to be the novel as objectification of himself. Since
Dazai, being too lethargic to feel even the damage after the defeat of the World War 1II,
there is no choice but to write a novel setting a wife as narrator in a woman's
monologue style. Loneliness and uncertain life coming from self-hatred are indicated

from there on.



