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An Aspect of Regional Development Studies
Hajime Nagahama

The auther presents a concept “ ‘Region’ as commonplace in the world” to
make sure the central concept for regional development studies of the Faculty of
Regional Development Studies, Toyo University.

He also introduces two cases of Japanese local towns. One is Ohazama-machi,
Iwate prefecture, which is developing through wine brewing and daily farming and
co-operate with Berndolf Town, Austria as a sister city. Ohazama-machi discover-
ed a exactly similar town like her natural environment, local industries and peoples’
culture and behavior in her local area after looking over the world.

Another one is Sowa-machi, Ibaragi prefecture, which is a ordinary type of
Japanese local town in agriculture and small indurtry area. Recent years, this town
is tackling with developing of regional activities and education of youth through
permeation of scientific activities (science shows, scientific experiments and handi-
crafts). The source of this movement is a voluntary group which was composed by
several fathers of pupils of Nishi Ushigaya Primary School in this town. This town
is now becoming famons in Japan through a view point of creativity of scientific
activities.

The auther discusses the unigness and universality of region as the object of
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regional development studies through those cases and his concept “ ‘region’ as

commonplace in the world”.



