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Infrastructure Development for an Aging Society with a Low Birthrate
Yuzo Akatsuka, Haruo Ouchi

One hundred and thirty years ago, during the Meiji Restoration, Japan embar-
ked on a program of rapid modernization. Since then, tremendous time, effort, and
money have been devoted to developing the country’s infrastructure. Today, that
development is in its last stages.

Although public works are essential to infrastructure development, the govern-
ment has given priority to fields that are less developed than those in the more
advanced countries of the West. As a result, the government has failed to consider
what facilities and services were actually required by Japanese society.

The world’s politics and economy are currently undergoing dramatic changes.
This 1s a good time to form a national consensus regarding a new system for
infrastructure development. This system should be able to develop long-term
public projects that address Japanese economic and social needs as well as interna-
tional concerns. It should also provide a way to present projects to the public in
a clear and easy to understand manner in order to achieve national consensus. This
paper proposes such a system from the viewpoint of an aging society with a low

birthrate.



