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A Study on the Process of WATARASE Retarding Basin
in relation to ASHIO MINE POLLUTANT CASE (IIl)

Sigeki MATSUURA

WATARASE River is joined by TONE River. The lower area of WATAR-
ASE River was suffered from the flood damage of not only WATARASE River but
also TONE River. A great deal of floods from TONE River run into WATARASE
River basin. The riverbed of TONE River rose rapidly with the volcanic ash which
was released by Asamayama’s big eruption in 1863. Since then, the flood damage
of TONE River clarified. The Tokugawa shogunate goverment installed fault
facilities (Boudasi) to prevent the inflow of the earth and sand in the most upstream
part at EDO River. Because the flood from TONE River to the lower area of
WATARASE River would increase, people of the area opposed this establishment
desperately.But the facilities were established under the promise not to narrow to
above the interval of about 33 meters.

The interval at these facilities was more narrowed in Meiji Era. The purpose
was to prevent the earth and sand inflow to the Tokyo Harbor. A strong opposi-
tion excercise was executed by the lower area of WATARASE River again. The
historic state of this area played an important role to establish WATARASE
Retarding Basin.



