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The present state of young people only working as a part-time worker
and of those neither going to school nor getting job training:
How newspapers cover the issues
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0O Abstractdd

The present state of young people only working as a part-time worker
and of those neither going to school nor getting job training:
How newspapers cover the issues

Akihiko SHIMAZAKI
Naoko OTANI
Yukiko OGAWA

Nowadays, it is a social problem in Japan that some young people work only as a part-time
worker, and others neither go to school nor get job training. Employment structure in Japanese
society has been transformed drastically since the latter half of 1990’s, when the boom was over.

People with unstable employment, i.e., who work only as a part-time worker, appeared especially
in young generation, and they were called FREETER, which means Job-free people, in Japanese.
Eventually, young people called NEET (Not in Education, Employment, or Training), who neither
go to school nor has job training, were being viewed as a social problem in 2004.

Currently, an increase in the number of young people who are either FREETER or NEET is often
reported in the mass media as a social problems. In fact, the way they cover the issues of those
young people has been changing with the march of the times according to the transformed
employment structures in Japanese society.

This paper concentrates upon those young people who are called either FREETER or NEET and
examines how major Japanese daily newspapers have covered relevant issues. It clearly describes
the present state of young people only working as a part-time worker and of those neither going to
school nor getting job training through details of changes in the way newspapers cover relevant

issues.
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