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Developments in Obihiro City from 1912 to 2008:
Centering on the Shopping District
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[Abstract]

Developments in Obihiro City from 1912 to 2008:
Centering on the Shopping District

Shozo OTSUBO

The city was designated as the central town among surrounding agricultural villages by
the Hokkaido government during the early Meiji era. Gradually, the city was built up with
many offices and shops and the population increased. As a result, a central shopping district
was formed. However, the central shopping district and its role as a city center are now at
stake because a number of major retailers have opened on the outskirts of the city and many
residents have their own cars. This article presents data about the histry and several aspects of
the central shopping district in the city. The article also explores the efforts of shop owners and

other people who are trying to preserve the shopping district's role as a city center.
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