HILAEY 115 200843 A

BR77 R8T D e - ) T—)1)
—ZDERL ZNNRBET L OICET 5 — R

BN E*

The Pieds-Noirs in Contemporary France

ADACHI Aya*

In French Algeria, where its history dates back to 1830 and ended with the Algerian independence in
1962, there lived millions of French citizens of many generations. Those French people were virtually
forced out of Algeria during and shortly after the Algerian War (now generally known as “l’exode”=the
exodus), and the majority of them who relocated to the French mainland were then came to be called
collectively, “pieds-noirs” (black feet) and therefore, recognized in metropolitan France as a minority
group. This name “pied-noir”, of which the true origin remains mysterious, but started to be used most
likely in mid-1950's by French media, has long embraced some negative images such as “colonialists”,
“partisans for the extreme right”, “racists”, “terrorists”, and so on. On the other hand, most of those
“pieds-noirs” had never set foot on the French mainland before l’exode, and also having no relations
to depend on and a social climate harsh to them especially at the time, needed to form some sorts of
organizations that provided a platform for starting new lives. And the damages both psychological and
material brought about by the war and l’exode, and also by negative prejudice, were thus to be treated
by these organizations. At the same time, the activists that have led those organizations purposely
employed the term “pieds-noirs” for themselves and have carried out organizational activities under
that name.

Some of those “pied-noir” organizations have been active to this date and the number of
advocates have even been increasing after more than 40 years since l’exode. However, the aging of the
members is inevitable and thus those organizations have been facing the task of passing down their
memories and the survival for the existence.

The purpose of this Paper is to examine the background and the meaning of the movement
from the point of viewing this employment of the name “pieds-noirs” by former French citizens of
Algeria themselves as a sign of their “counter-minoritization” (=positively becoming a minority group).
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