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The study of “Yellow tomato” by Kenji Miyazawa

TAKAHASHI Naomi

Abstraction

Until now, “Yellow tomato” which was written by Kenji Miyazawa has regarded as a growing
up story form child to adult through the tragic incident between old brother and young sister.
However, a connection between this story's hero (I) and the stuffed hummingbird that is exhibited
at the museum and Kenji's mental state (before writing this story, he had lost his young sister
Tosi) need to consider from the perspective that Kenji had faith in Lotus Sutra.
Considerations are as follows.

Children are pure, therefor they are controlled by emotions instead of ethics.

Obeying one’s the condition of being indulgent makes a tragic result.

Even if a person does not feel a sense guilty, retribution is an inevitable consequence of an evil
deed.

Additionally, this fairy tale puts together children’s mental growth. For instance, risks of a pure

and innocent child and grew children’s curiosity into good behavior etc.

Key words : Yellow tomato, The world of the child, Lotus Sutra, Retribution
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