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Shenhui’s Missionary Activities and Their Effects:
Focusing on the Nangyang Gongxin and Luoyang
Heze Temple Eras

TONG, Ran

Abstract:

It is well known that the discovery of the Dunhuang Manuscripts in the early twentieth
century has had a huge influence on the historical research of the Chan School. One of the
leading figures in this field of research is Hu Tai, who published “The Collected Works of
Shenhui” (MM ESE) in 1930 based on his research of Heze Shenhui (684-758) using
the Dunhuang Manuscripts. As a result, he continues to remain an important figure in the
field to this day. In fact, many researchers such as Suzuki Daisetz, Ui Hakuto, Yin Shun,
Yanagida Seizan and Ibuki Atsushi have repositioned Shenhui due to the influence of Hu
Tai's research, and their research has yielded great results. However, the position of each
of these researchers is not necessarily the same. For example, regarding Shenhui’s position
in history, and his influence on later generations, Ui gives a completely different evaluation
than that of Hu Tai. Hu Tai highly praises Shenhui by describing him as “a pioneer of the
Southern School, a destroyer of the Northern School, a founder of New Chan studies, the
author of “Tan Jing” (W#%), an unparalleled figure with great achievements in Chinese
Buddhist history who had great, ever-lasting influence.” On the other hand, Ui takes a more
critical approach, stating that while Shenhui says “The teacher is right, the method is
instant” (FiZ&SEIE, M &MH) about Huineng (638-713), Shenhui's statement that “The
teacher is near, the method is gradual” (FliZAJERE. #:&#1) about his previous master
Shenxiu (606-706) is ungrateful and was said in order to remove the strong influence of
the Northern School in the Central Plains region. Recently, when looking at the two opposing
opinions of these two scholars, it is recognized that the Literary Revolution and New
Cultural Movement of Hu Tari’s time influenced his positive evaluation of Shenhui. On the
other hand, Ui's moral criticism of Shenhui seems to be lacking in objectivity.

Therefore, in this paper, I examine Shenhui’s life and missionary activities, breaking it
into two eras: the “Nangyang Gongxin Era” and the “Luoyang Heze Era”. By looking at the
object of his mission and the contents of his missionary activities, I attempt to examine the
influence that Shenhui had on society and the Buddhist world at the time, as well as his role
in the history of the Chan School.

Keywords: Shen hui, Heze School, Di shi fei Lun, Tan Yu, Wen da Za zheng Yi

(Abstract translated by Matthew Sisco)
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