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Foster Care System in Okayama Orphanage and
Appearance of District Facilitators
—a Case Study of Mayashita Village, Mitsu County —

KIKUCHI Yoshiaki

Abstract

Studying on a case study of Haga section of Mayashita village , Mitsu county, the paper shows some
foster parents’ appearance , who were facilitators of the sections owing to their expertise based on empirical
knowledge, and shows their roles in the practice in residential care of foster care system in Okayama Orphanage.
Referring to foster parents’ distribution of different sections of Mayashita village, 18 foster parents were
concentrated in Haga section, a village community existing from the Edo period, where one out of ten families
were foster ones.

In Haga section, foster parent C, having got a foster parent earliest and having been so longest, had been
foster one for about 2 months and 17 years, that is, from February 26, 1907 to April 10, 1924, but not having
been so for less than 7monthes and one year.

It is revealed that he brought up 5 foster children whose age were from17 days to 5 months and 9 years, and
that foster parent C with his expertise was more likely to be a district facilitator among other foster parents in
Haga section.

Foster parent C, taking advantage of the knowledge of his experience, began to do his district facilitator’s
work spontaneously. By case studies on the contents of his work, it is confirmed that he played four roles of the
district facilitator as follows. The first role is to find and supervise new foster parents in response to the request
of headquarters office in Okayama, the second to support the nursing and attendant of sick foster children and
their foster parents, the third to represent the requirements and reports of each foster parent, and the last is to

substitute for the headquarters office to distribute child support fee and to supervise foster children.

Key words: Okayama Orphanage, Juji Ishi, foster care system, the history of practice in residential care, child

welfare history
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