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Grub for gold with prisoned life;
mint it at the price of breath;

let it bear the stamp of strife;

let it purchase power of death: —
Life and gold, one sweated bar,

lavish it on waste of war.

Dig the gold with good men’s toil;
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leave the holes for dead men’s graves;
starve the growth, and hoard the spoil
stored in trenches, heaped on waves: —
Murder, lurking underground,

till the trump of Azrael sound.

Drain the gold, and forge the chain;
drain the strength, and bind the race;
rouse the brute in man to reign;
train him for his princely place: —

Flunkey to a nation’s pride



in the lust of fratricide. (Young, Freedom 79)
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These splendid limbs —

Life lent you them; you did not make nor choose them;

but yours the right to use them
right royally for a span.
When the light dims,
when their day wanes, and all the stars are beckoning,
see you return them proudly for the reckoning,

to prove you lived a man.

In their spring time
dance them with light on every stream and meadow;
race them with rain and shadow,
only moving and free.
In their strong prime
they’ll learn the music of more ordered motion,
measure high hills, and meet the moods of ocean

with rhythmic mastery.

If it be meant
heart-stroke and strength shall sound a different ending, —
life linked them for the lending,
and life may halve the loan.
Be then content
to live new music by their altered measure.
Yours still the lordship of their greater treasure;
your heart is still your own.

(Young, April and Rain 40)
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The wintry light from this far view of sea

flashes April at me.



It wavers up the rent walls of my room
in whiteness of her bloom.
Good sun of winter, bring the wave-light near,

that I may dream awhile April is here.

A long wind from the bend of hostile hill
sings to me of April;
quick with a keen cool flutter, like the beat
of her light blossom feet.
Kind foreign wind, ring rain-gusts on the grass,

that I may hear my dancing April pass.

But best I love these orchards. In leaf-green,
laughter still lurks between

cluster and fruit-bud. Black and wintry bare,
memory still meets me there

in mimic dance behind

S

their shattered branches, charred against the wind.
If blossom break, each petal lifts a wing

of April’s dancing spring!
Grey with sea light, bent with winds from the hill,
my orchard fills my heart with April still. .

(Young, April and Rain 15)
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