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The Difference between ‘“Teaching the Effect in the
Cause” and “the Teaching that the Effect Exists
within the Cause”

— The Central Point for Understanding the
Awakening of Faith

ODA Akihiro

Because the Awakening of Faith teaches about the rathagatagarbha and
alayavijiiana simultaneously, it has been misunderstood as a teaching a
substantialist doctrine. This corresponds to the following mistaken view taken up
in the section on “Correction of Evil Attachments™: “to believe that the
tathagatagarbha, in itself, contains all worldly dharmas associated with birth and
death, etc.” Here, I will call this the position that recognizes that “the effect exists
within the cause.”

In contrast, although they use similar expressions, the Srimala Sitra, which
teaches the tarhagatagarbha, and the Nirvana Sitra, which teaches the buddha-
nature, expounds something totally different. Although the Srimala Satra states
that “because there is the rathagatagarbha, 1 preach birth and death,” it does no
say that “birth and death exists.” The Nirvana Sitra teaches that “all sentient
beings without exception have the buddha-nature” and in its “Nature of the
Tathagata” chapter, explains this using the parable of the “five tastes of milk.”
Here it is stated that milk and cream are originally non-dual, and they are called
by different names depending on the different stages of fermentation they have
reached. To be more concrete, when it is still milk, cream does not exist, but once
it has become cream, milk does not exist. Hence, the fact that milk becomes

cream means that “cream is explained in terms of milk.” This is called the “nature
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of cream within milk.” According to this understanding, the “buddha-nature of
sentient beings” refers to the buddhahood to be attained in the pure future in terms
of sentient beings. The Nirvana Siitra expresses this as teaching “the effect within
the cause” but this is a perspective that cannot be found in any other Mahayana
sttras.

The logic that “xx exists on the basis of xx” or “it is taught as (called as) xx”
is used in the Awakening of Faith but because this text uses it quite skillfully
depending on the context, the reader frequently mistakes the text as teaching the
logic that “xx exists.” For example, at the beginning of the section on
“Interpretation,” it states, “there are two kinds of gates depending on the dharma
of the one mind (in essence, it refers to the mind of sentient beings).” There is no
question that the text says that there are two gates, the gate of the mind in terms of
tathata and the gate of the mind in terms of arising and perishing. But the more
fundamental issue taken up here concerns the “mind of sentient beings” that
serves as their basis. In other words, the one mind=mind of sentient beings is here
being clarified from two perspectives and this passage is not claiming that “the
tathata exists.” Moreover, with regard to the gate of the mind of arising and
perishing, it is stated, “Non-arising/non-perishing and arising/perishing are
harmonized so that they are neither identical nor different. This is called
alayavijiiana.” But the text does not further discuss in detail the alayavijiiana as a
created dharma.

When we consider the matter closely in this way, even though it discusses the
tathagatagarbha, it becomes clear that the basis of this doctrine in the Awakening
of Faith is different from that of the Srtmala Sitra. Moreover, although the former
text discusses the alayavijiana, its basis is different from that of the
consciousness-only texts. When reading the Awakening of Faith, it is necessary to
understand this point and understand the teaching of the text correctly in its proper

context.
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