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Social Background and Function of Ryou-Youshi
(custom taking an adopted child in unit of couple) :
Social Structure of a Community located in the Tama
Headwaters

TACHIYANAGI, Satoshi

Abstract

Konagata located in the Tama Headwaters is a community formed on dry field farming.
In where, interestingly keep up and repeat Ryou-Youshi traditionally. Why ?

In here, cultivated area is very poor, especially rice field is scarcely. Then almost family
can't create branch family with distribution of property. On the other hand, if the number
of family decrease to excess, it will be not able to be autonomy. So people has made effort
to maintain the number of family about 40.

But each family wants to create branch family as far as possible, especially for the
second son, because they can’t be the successor of the family concerned. While it is
happened to fall of family unfortunately, for example lacking of child. We Japanese
folklorist call these family Zekke. And people dislike to be so, for their ideal of forming
family is the stem family system that the first son will be successor.

Under these situation, Ryou-Youshi is functioning the following:

1) To Avoid the risk of the family concerned to be Zekke.
2) To achive the ideal to create branch family by the second son.
For husband of the couple of Ryou-Youshi is usually person of the second son.
3) To maintain the scale of the community.
After all, the function of Ryou-Youshi is to resolve the discrepancy of the community

and to contribute to maintain the social structure of it. It is my conclusion.

Key words: community formed on dry field farming, Rvou-Youshi, branch family, Zekke



