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A Zero symbolic value in the RECIPROCAL
GIFT and EXCHANGE

YAMAMURA, Mitsuei

In this discussion, Malinowski and Mauss work was analyzed using a coordinate
axis that dual structure of the market society. The analysis was reached in
theory “floating signifier” as “zero symbol” of Lévi— Strauss.

Lévi— Strauss interprets mana , mana, was considered to be one extra for the
description of the exchange.

Lévi—Strauss, about hau and mana, was without the following important points
out.

(But always and everywhere, those types of notion, somewhat like algebraic
symbols, occur to represent an indeterminate value of signification, in itself devoid
of meaning and thus susceptible of receiving any meaning at all; their sole
function is to fill a gap between the signifier and the signified, or, more exactly,
to signal the fact that in such a circumstance, on such an occasion, or in such a
one of their manifestation, a relationship of non—equivalence becomes established
between signifier and signified, to the detriment of the prior complementary
relationship.)

Here Lévi—Strauss have said “mismatch of signifier and signified” is essential

for the “structure” , only it is to allow the conversion of the “structure” .



