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[Abstract]

Future Research Trends for the Study of Tabunka-Kyosei and
Faith-Based Organizations in Contemporary Japan

Norihito TAKAHASHI

This study considers the concept of Tabunka-Kyosei, the idea of multicultural coexistence
or symbiosis, and how it influences faith-based organizations (FBOs) in contemporary Japan.
Although researchers in many academic disciplines have studied Tabunka-Kyosei, the concept
has rarely been examined in the field of religious studies in Japan. Based on a review of recent
research trends, I conclude that a focus on the interaction between Tabunka-Kyosei ideals and
faith-based organizations is essential for a clearer understanding of the social significance of
Tabunka-Kyosei. 1 propose that the concept of Tabunka-Kyosei and its interaction with FBOs
be analyzed on both an internal and external basis according to two approaches: “ Tabunka-
Kyosei inside FBOs” and “ Tabunka-Kyosei outside FBOs.” 1 emphasize the necessity of paying
attention not only to FBOs but to local communities, with regard to their Tabunka-Kyosei

behavior. Finally, I offer suggestions of viewpoints and subjects for future research.
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