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Following the Odyssey of Albert O. Hirschman
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The biography of Albert O. Hirschman written by Jeremy Adelman reveals the worldly
philosopher’s life from his three-time military experience, to establishing his own strategy of economic
development based on his experience in Colombia, and, to prolific research activities from 1960s. The
book also vividly illustrates his intellectual production process. The two main pillars of his research
production are petites idées and doubt in action. The former allows him to start two of his main works.
The latter is the base of both his intellectual possibilism and his support to Latin American think tanks
thriving under military dictatorship. Through this book, readers can follow the life of the Worldly

Philosopher, the one and only navigator in the intellectual siren of 20th century.
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