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Municipal Solid Waste Reduction Policy in China

OZAWA, Asumi

While China has seen significant economic development, urbanization and the
improvement of living standards in recent years, the country’s waste problem has become
a social issue in a number of ways. In regard to the quantity of Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) disposal, the urban household waste in the nation reached 164 million tons in 2011
followed by an 8-10 % annual increase. In order to control the current status, the
Government of China has been focusing on establishing legal infrastructure, expanding
investment and constructing landfill sites and incinerating plants. Especially in the 12th
Five-Year Plan (2011- 2015), approximately 70% of the construction investment for MSW
treatment facilities accounts for construction. The capacity of waste treatment will
continue to grow at the annual rate of 14% in the nation for five years. However, rather
than the treatment facility construction (hardware), waste reduction policies (software)
is more important in the long run. It is necessary to implement sorted waste collection
policies to reduce waste. To realize such policies, sorted waste disposal/collection systems
can be introduced to cities in China. Regarding recyclable waste, the most effective
measure is believed to be the utilization of the existing private recycling businesses -
recycling companies having contracts with cities’ environmental sanitation departments
for collecting sorted recyclable waste from each area. This thesis refers to the group
collection method in Japan as a new way of dealing with recyclable waste in China and
proposes the transition from the current mixed collection to the “Chinese-style collection

by private companies.”

Keywords

China. waste reduction. separate collection. group recovery. private recovery
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