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[Abstract]

How learners regard the culture that appeared in the Japanese language as explored in the

class entitled "Japanese language and culture"

HORI Keiko*

At the end of this course, which dealt with not only with language but also with culture, and in order to explore how to handle
culture free of steretypes, I conducted a survey of students regarding their awareness of the Japanese language. As a result, four
suggestions are given in order to encourage students to decide whether to adapt to Japanese linguistic behavior. The teacher
should give atudents more opportunities 1) to understand pragmatic meaning, 2) to know how language expressions and language
behavior are accepted in contact situations, 3) to promote dialogue for mutual understanding, and 4) to understand the nature of
the Japanese language not on the basis of stereotypes, but on that of empirical data.

Keyword: Inter-cultural Communication, Japanese Culture, Interlanguage pragmatics, Sociolonguistics, Stereotypes
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