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[Abstract]

Dilemma between normativity and private language: Beyond the criticisms set against standard language

MORITA Takahiro™*

The aim of this paper is to examine the adequacy of criticisms pitted against standard language policy. Although standard
language is targeted for its normativity in the literature, language cannot function if norms do not exist. Private language, which
sociolinguists rely upon contra the normativity of language, is also an imaginary product because it cannot be shared in a speech
community. This paper claims that the normativity of language is not a theoretical construct, but an indispensable characteristic
of language, and argues that problems which emerge from standard language policy can be settled insofar as the normativity of
language is opened to all members of a speech community.

Keyword: standard language, sharing of language, normativity, theoretical language, private language
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