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[Abstract]

Miyatake Gaikotsu and Old-Photographs Archives
in Prewar Showa Period

Naoto OGAWA

From the viewpoint of historical sociology, this paper examines the formation of the Meiji
Shinbun Zasshi Bunko at Tokyo Imperial University Faculty of Law as ‘old photographs ar-
chives’ in early Showa period and the social functions of the archives, such as the creation
and the reproduction of new communications and relationships concerning old photographs
among people using the Bunko as a node.

Particularly, I analyze the operation manager of the Bunko, Miyatake Gaikotsu’s activity to
not only collect old photographs but also preserve and exhibit them. Similarly, I analyze the
role of the public relations magazine ‘Koshi-Geppo'.

Although the issues on the relation between the archives and society have been over-
looked in historical studies, this paper focuses on them.

The results suggest that Miyatake’s activity was a big project to build up the old photo-
graphs archives composed of two kinds of archives. One is the Meiji Shinbun Zasshi Bunko
as the physical storage and preservation of records, the other is the public relations maga-
zine ‘Koshi-Geppo’ as the storage and preservation of paper based media. To establish the
old-photos archives was practice of the ‘formation of photograph historical materials’, includ-
ing expectation that they would be used as the sources of historical studies or in historical
descriptions.

For instance, in the prewar Japanese architectural history society, the members used the
old photographs from Meiji Shinbun Zasshi Bunko for their studies. In short, Miyatake’s at-
tempt prepared preconditions for a new method of study using photograph historical materi-
als.

Additionally, the following points would be important to consider the relation between so-

ciety and the archives. Accumulation and exhibition of the old-photos at the Bunko promoted
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the social sharing of the information from old photos collected there, and also created new
communications, practices and relationships among people who had the same interest
through update of the old-photos information and donation of new materials. Therefore, the
qualitative improvement and quantitative expansion of the archives in themselves have been
realized. New information was re-shared in society by exhibiting such revised materials oc-
casionally. Finally, a series of ‘circulation’ to guarantee the social sharing and update of old-

photos information occurred between the archives and society.
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