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Reading two tales, Obbe! and an Elephant and
Goosh the Chellist by Kenji Miyazawa

Naomi TAKAHASHI

Reading is an activity which reflects a reader’s state of mind strongly. In the
preface to Spring and Shura, Miyazawa says that the readers’ opinion changes as
time goes on and differs naturally each by each. From this point of view,
Miyazawa doesn’t distinguish evil from good nor promote morality in his tales.

All that I can say after reading Obbel and an Elephant is, this tale is a tragedy
in which both Obbel and the elephant lost their own goal because of failing to find
the truth. Goosh the Cellist is also an unhappily ending tale which describes the
difficulty and the loneliness of seeking the truth.



