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Irish Children in Black 1847—Victims of Immigration to Canada

Kaoru SATO

The Great Irish Famine of 1845 to 1850 forced a large amount of Irish people
to leave their native country. The destination of these people was usually the U.S.,
but the poorest were embarked on ships to Canada, which offered cheaper tickets
than ones to the U.S. Over 30 thousand children under 14 left Ireland and England
for Canada in 1847. Unfortunately about four thousand children died on board or
on Grosse Ile. Moreover, children with their widowed mother or children without
any parent were admitted to churches and asylums to be taken care of. Many of
them were adopted to families or moved to schools with dormitory in Canada. We
can say that such children and innocent infants were the victims of the Great Famine
and the immigration to Canada.

The purposes of this paper is to overview the conditions and circumstances of
emigrant children in 1847, and to consider how the survived children in Canada

kept or lost their identity as Irish.



