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0 AbstractO

Japanese Disposal Acts of Finacial Donations for the
Ottoman Empire (1890-92):
Terminus of the Disaster of the Ottoman Battleship Ertugrul
for the Japanese Society

Nobuo MISAWA

After the MEIJI Restoration (1868), the European style newspapers had appeared in Japan.
Characters of financial donations for disasters and accidents organized by these newspapers
were not only “Humanism” but also “Tactics for the national profits”. In the case of the
disaster of the Ottoman Battleship Ertugrul (1890), some newspapers tried to collect financial
donations among the Japanese society, according to their own tactics. These financial
donations were the first donations for foreign countries in Japan. So it is possible to find the
Japanese understandings of the Ottoman Empire, or the Islamic World in those days through
the analyses of such financial donations.

The financial donations for the Ottoman Empire consisted of two acts; collection acts and
disposal acts. At first they collected donations according to their stimulant editorials on their
own papers until the departure of the two Japanese Battleships HIEI and KONGO (1890).
Then they tried to send the financial donations to the Ottoman Empire. Because of many
obstacles and their own problems, it took so many days to finish the disposal acts (1890-92).

In Kobe where 69 survivors of the disaster were hospitalized, the local Kobe Koshin Nippo
collected 5,375 Japanese Yen as the financial donations and left this donation as cash to the
prefectural office of Kobe to pass over the survivors before their departure. It was a very
simple but smart act. Jichi Shinpo, one of the quality papers published in Tokyo, choose a
quite different way. They decided to send their own reporter, Shotaro NODA, under the
permission from the Maritime Ministry to ride on HIEI. In Istanbul, NODA handed over the
check for the donation, 18,907.94 French Franc, to the special committee held in the Ottoman
Maritime Ministry on 6 Jan. 1891. This act attracted many notices of both the Ottoman
society and the Japanese society. On the contrary, Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun and Mainichi
Shinbun, major papers published in Tokyo, could not succeed to send their donations to the
Ottoman Empire before the return of HIEI and KONGO to Japan on May 1891. It was unclear
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in the details about their sending way of the donations. There is the letter dated on 26 June
1891 during the collection of the Ottoman Archives in Istanbul. This letter showed that two
newspapers sent donations as a check, 2,984.36 French Franc. Osaka Asahi Shinbun, the
largest paper in Japan during those days, failed to send their donation, 154.24 Japanese Yen,
to the Ottoman Empire due to the notice of the Japanese Foreign Ministry. They abandoned
to send their donations and changed to use their donations for the memorial monument at
OSHIMA, the nearest point of the disaster due to the permission of the donators in Aug. 1891.

It is well known that personally Torajiro YAMADA, who ived in Tokyo, collected the
financial donations through lectures and amusement programs. It was said that YAMADA
decided to bring the donations to the Ottoman Empire due to the advice of the Foreign
Minister Shuzo AOKI. It is quite uncertain that YAMADA received the advice from AOKI.
Perhaps YAMADA approached Tunatune TANAKA, the captain of the battleship HIEI, and
decided to go to the Ottoman Empire with his assistance in Jan.1892 and arrived at Istanbul in
April 1892. When we read the reports of NODA published in Jichi Shinpo, we can find some
evidences that YAMADA's main purpose was to engage in the trade between the Ottoman
Empire and Japan. It was the second purpose or the pretext to bring his donations to the
Ottoman Empire.

There were many problems in the Japanese disposal acts for the financial donations as the
collection acts. But the donators, the Japanese society, kept silence against such unskillful
and selfish disposal acts of the newspapers or persons. For the Japanese society, the
Ottoman Empire was the other country located far from Japan. The Japanese society
admitted any disposal acts without attention as the terminus of the disaster of the Ottoman
Battleship Ertugrul. They lost their fever to know the Islamic World in very short time after
the departure of the 69 survivors in Oct. 1890. It took such a long time to make the first

relation between Japan and the Islamic World.
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