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O Abstract
Regional Inequality of Opportunity for Higher Education

Wataru NANAZAWA

The aim of this paper is to examine the regional inequality of opportunity for
higher education in Japan. Institutions of higher education concentrate in
metropolitan areas, and many students who live outside metropolitan areas have
to move when they decide to progress to higher education, which implies that
they have to pay not only tuition fee but also costs of living in large cities where
prices are high. Therefore, students who live outside metropolitan areas are at a
disadvantage in progressing to higher education from the viewpoint of economic
condition. In this paper, data from the Japanese Life Course Panel Survey (JLPS),
conducted by the Institute of Social Science, University of Tokyo, was used. To
estimate the real causal effects of the area of residence, | employed the adjustment
method of propensity scores. As a result of this analysis, the effects of the area of
residence did not disappear, and the differences of mean predicted probabilities of
progression to universities and specialized technical colleges expanded after the
propensity score adjustment. This result shows that the inequality of opportunity
for higher education on the basis of the area of residence exists even after

elimination of each respondent's socioeconomic factors.
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