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Preschool children’s views about functions of

emotional expressions :

The development from five-year-olds to six-year-olds
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�Abstract�

Preschool children’s views about functions of

emotional expressions :

The development from five-year-olds to six-year-olds

Yukari KUBO

The purpose of this study is to explore the development of preschool children’s

views about functions of emotional expressions. Twenty five-year-olds were inter-

viewed and asked two kinds of question. One was on their own emotional expres-

sions ; ”Have you ever felt happy (sad, or angry) in your preschool?”, “What kind of

event made you happy (sad, or angry)?”, and “How do your classmates may react to

your happy (sad, or angry) expressions?” The other kind of question was on others’

emotional expressions ; ”Have you ever seen that your classmates seem happy (sad,

or angry) in your preschool?”, “What kind of events do you think made them happy

(sad, or angry)?”, and “How would you react to their happy (sad, or angry) expres-

sions?” They were interviewed again one year later (they then were six-year-olds)

and asked the same questions. The findings were as follows ; (+) On happy expres-

sions, about -/� of the five-year-olds did not report functions of happy expressions.

About half of the five-year-olds reported that happy expressions might bring about

positive emotions and joint behaviors in the recipients. After one year almost all of

them (six-year-olds) reported that happy expressions might bring about positive

emotions and joint behaviors in the recipients. (,) On sad expressions, about -/� of

the five-year-olds did not report functions of sad expressions. About half of the five-

year-olds reported that sad expressions might bring about sympathy and pro-social

behaviors in the recipients. After one year almost all of them (six-year-olds) re-

ported that sad expressions might bring about sympathy and pro-social behaviors

in the recipients. It is suggested that the functions of happy expressions and sad

ones become to be understood until six-year-olds. (-) On angry expressions, there

was a di#erence between their own emotional expressions and the others. On their

own angry expressions, some five-year-olds did not report any consequences ; the
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remainder of them reported that their own angry expressions might bring about

negative emotions and bad feelings in the recipients. Even after one year the six-

year-olds responded the same way as the five-year-olds. On the other hand, on the

others’ angry expressions, half of the six-year-olds reported that the others’ angry

expressions might have constructive functions. For example, they reported that

they might support the others, or they might ask why others got angry, or they

might advise or moderate their conflicts. Constructiveness was not reported on

their own angry expressions even by the six-year-olds. It is suggested that under-

standing the functions of the angry expressions may be more di$cult than happy

ones and sad ones. It is also suggested that understanding of the functins of their

own angry expressions may be more di$cult than those of others ones.
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