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What it is to be “Homeless”
The Experiences and Interpretations of Homeless People in

Nagoya, Japan
NIMONJIYA Shu*

This paper will discuss what it means to be “homeless,” as seen through homeless people's
daily experiences and its interpretations , in the case of the city of Nagoya, Japan. In Japan,
in sociological studies of homeless people, the word “ homeless” is often viewed
as/considered to be a controversial term with various social implications. For this reason,
sociological studies instead use the term “ mojukusha (‘rough sleepers’ or ‘street
homeless’)” . However, homeless people use the word “homeless” to indicate themselves in
their daily life; therefore, if we will approach their “lived experiences” in anthropological
perspective, the word “homeless” can be a key concept to understand their social lives.
Moreover, I assume that “home” is also an important concept to consider when thinking of
what it means to be “homeless” . Here, the concept does not mean a physical space (a house)
but rather means the general behaviors and values which are socialized results in dominant
society. In other words, these concepts forge their daily life as “homeless” people in Japan.
Because they are not “homeless” by nature, considering the concepts of “homeless” and

“home” based upon the narratives of these individuals is useful to understand their social

lives.
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