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The Osaka-Jeju Island Shipping Line:
As Part of the Modern Maritime Transportations between Japan and Korea

Ko Seong-Bong*

This paper examines the relation between modern Japan and Korea, and lives of Korean
residents in Japan at that time. It particularly focuses on the Osaka-Jeju Island shipping line,
and its significance to the Korean residents in Japan. Since this sea route played major social,
political and economic roles in attaching the two countries, it not only became an area of key
strategic importance to Japan's colonial management of Korea, but was highly valued among
Korean residents living in Japan as well. Indeed it was one of the limited chances whereby
Koreans could exert some influence on the management and operation of the shipping line. This
is illustrated by the point that fierce competition was often seen between Japanese shipping
companies and Jeju Islanders for an independent service in around 1930. These islanders, a
sizable minority within the Korean community in Kansai area, had come to Japan through this
sea route.
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