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Abstract

Dispatch of Japanese Battleships Hiei and Kongo
to the Ottoman Empire (1890)
- Reactions of Japanese Society
to the Disaster of the Ottoman Battleship Ertugrul

Nobuo MISAWA

The disaster of the Ottoman battleship Ertugrul on the return from her official visit
to Japan (1890) made for the first step in the relationship between Japan and the
Ottoman Empire. However, Japan and the Ottoman Empire (later Republic of
Turkey) have their own interpretations on this disaster. From the viewpoint of
Japan, it is important that the Japanese government decided to dispatch the Japanese
battleships Hiei and Kongo to send back 69 survivors of the disaster to the Ottoman
Empire. Many studies have argued this incident from the investigations of the only
diplomatic sources. In 1890, not only the Japanese government but also Japanese
society in general had been expressing nationalistic feelings about domestic and
diplomatic problems under the influences of various Japanese mass media. It is quite
significant that public opinion had the power to influence the policies of the
government. Therefore It is necessary to investigate the reactions of the Japanese
society to the disaster of the Ertugrul.

Many newspapers and magazines reported this disaster in competition with one another.
The resulting articles led to the creation of public opinion. In turn, they suggested the
reactions of the Japanese society. In the case of the disaster of the Ertugrul, the article in
Jichishinpo on September 24, 1890 stimulated the nationalistic feelings of the Japanese
society. From the next day, the united and strong public opinion began the campaign
against Japanese government dispatching Japanese battleships to the Ottoman
Empire. However, this reaction of the Japanese society was not intended to be a
gesture against friendship with the Ottoman Empire but as opposition to European
countries such as Russia and Germany. Also, newspapers and magazines assisted in

the collection of financial donations to the Ottoman Empire from Japanese citizens.
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