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Abstract

Tokugawa Yorimichi and His Party’s Visit to Istanbul
As Recorded in the Oshii Gojunkaichii Nikki
by Saito Yumihiko

OKUYAMA Naoji

The Oshii Gojunkaichii Nikki, or ‘A Diary of the Tour in Europe’ (manuscript, private collection) written
by Saitd Yumihiko (died in 1917) is a record of the tour of Europe and America by Tokugawa Yorimichi
(1872-1925), the heir of the Kishii Tokugawa family and his two attendants, Kamata Eikichi (1857-1934) and
Saitd Yumihiko from March 1896 to November 1897. This diary gives detailed information about Yorimichi
and his party’s visit to Istanbul that is not available elsewhere. According to the diary, they arrived in Istanbul
by train on 5 December 1896 and stayed there for eleven days before leaving for Athens by ship on 15
December of the same year. During this period, they visited various places in the city guided by Yamada
Torajird (1866-1957) of Nakamura Store, met people through his introduction and heard about Turkey from
him. Saitd’s description of Nakamura Store’s assortment of goods is also considered valuable. This paper
provides an overview of Yorimichi and his party’s activities in Istanbul based on the diary and presents the

texts of the relevant parts of it.

Key words: Oshit Gojunkaichii Nikki, Tokugawa Yorimichi, Saitd Yumihiko, Yamada Torajird, Istanbul
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