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Changing Worship of a Public Spirited Peasant as God in Recent Decades:
TOMITA Saiji, Popular Leader in the 1771 Uprising Against the Karatsu

Domain's Agricultural Tax Oppression, Becomes a Famous Lottery God

Hara Eiko™™

Abstract

TOMITA Saiji was famous as a popular leader in the 1771 uprising against the Karatsu
Domain’ s Agricultural Tax Oppression, called Niji-no-Matsubara Ikki. He was killed as
the uprising’ s Leader along with two other persons by the Karatsu Domain’s government
in 1772. According to lore, after he died, his nanny took away his hair to her hometown.
His shrine was established in 1827. Tomita Saiji has been deified as a god by the people
living around the shrine.

The Tomita family operated a store providing tea leaves and access to the lottery.
The store sold the winning lottery ticket in 2006, namely one 1st prize and two before
and after prizes, and a 2nd prize, 400 million yen in total. The same thing occurred the
following year as well. A reporter employed by weekly magazines wrote about these
events and asked Mr. Tomita why his store could sell winning lottery tickets. Mr. Tomita
said that he went to Tomita shrine to pray to win. The Tomita shrine thus became the
location of the “lottery god.” Presently, visitors write reports on their own internet sites
about events like these. The result: A god’s character also easily changes, fostered by the

news of weekly magazines and internet information in modern times.
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