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How do People Become Deified as Gods in Japan?
HIRANO Kuniomi, Late Edo Period Warrior in Fukuoka and His Shinto Shrine

Hara Eiko™™

Abstract

How does a person become deified as a god in Japan? As one interested in this form
of spiritual worship, YANAGITA Kunio wrote a report about this type of faith in 1926.
Japanese people believe that when a person dies having a deep-seated grudge against an
enemy, the death causes some strange phenomena around the enemy. Japanese believe
the strange phenomena will not disappear until the enemy worships the deceased person
as a god.

The deification of deceased persons as gods is classified into two types by KOMATSU
Kazuhiko. One type is based on the faith in deification stemming from the deceased
person’s grudge, as in the case mentioned above. The other type is based on the faith in
a deceased person who has been deified by commendation from the government. Many
Samurai warriors who were patriots of imperial rule at the end of Japan’s Edo period
(1880’s) fall into this group. HIRANO Kuniomi (1828-64) was one of these Samurai
warriors.

HIRANO had advocated national unification under the emperor. Therefore, he was
killed by a warrior of the Tokugawa government only four years before of the birth of

the new Imperial government in 1868. After the beginning of Imperial government, from
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1869, he has been worshipped as a god at Shinto shrines in Kyoto and Fukuoka city. The
Imperial government used such casualties as symbols of imperial loyalty. HIRANO was
among these used as symbols of imperial loyalty until the end of the Second World War.
After the end of the war, since 1957, HIRANO has been worshipped at his own shrine in
his birth place of Fukuoka.

In this paper, I discuss the Japanese customs of faith in persons deified because of their
activities, and those deified through commendation by the government, as described by

HIRANO Tsuneomi.
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