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[Abstract]

Discourse Analysis of the Positives and Negatives of
Adventure in Postwar Japan:
The Case of Kenichi Horie's Non-stop Solo Yacht Voyage
Across the Pacific (1962)

Masashi TAKAI

The adventure undertaken by Kenichi Horie in the early 1960’s was criticized by some and
acclaimed by others. His detractors argued that the adventure “lacked authenticity” and denied
his humanity, labeling him as “uncultured.” In contrast, discourse praising Horie projected the
image of a “figure of eternal youth.” This was a result of the progression from the publication of
his book, Kodoku: Sailing Alone Across the Pacific, and its success, to the hugely popular movie
adaptation. Hideo Kobayashi, Kon Ichikawa, and other critics who conveyed positive views of
Horie's adventure shared the idea of this “figure of eternal youth” as the meaning of the
adventure. In other words, the image of Horie as a young man was formed in what could be called
a “trans-media” environment (existing across multiple media formats). This was informed not
only by discourse about Horie in newspapers and weekly magazines, nor by book and movie
adaptations of his adventure, but also by the unique social consciousness of early-1960’s Japan as

a “time of warm dreams.”
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