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[Abstract]

Reflections on the Discussions at the Criminal Law Review
Committee on the Provisions for Sex Crimes against
the Disabled.

Chiaki IWATA

The purpose of this paper is to contribute to future legal reforms by discussing the provisions on
sex crimes against persons with disabilities in the report of the Criminal Law Review Committee
on Sex Crimes by the Ministry of Justice (hereinafter referred to as the “Criminal Law Review
Committee”). The Criminal Law Review Committee was groundbreaking in that it included
provisions on sexual offenses against persons with disabilities, which had never been discussed in
the past. However, the report of the committee does not show a unanimous conclusion on all the
items, and it is left to the results of future discussions in the Legislative Council, including the
provisions on sex crimes against the disabled. The current Penal Code lacks not only a gender
perspective, but also a perspective for protecting the vulnerable and protecting human rights of
the vulnerable such as the disabled. It is hoped that future discussions at the Legislative Council
will lead to the creation of provisions for punishing sexual crimes against the disabled that are in

line with international standards.
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