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Memory or History?:

Narratives on the Rescue Operation of Greek Refugees
by a Japanese Ship at Smyrna in 1922

OH HAT

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the narratives on the rescue operation of Greek refugees by
Japanese at Smyrna in 1922, extensively exploring primary sources found in
Greek and Euro-American newspapers and memoires. Based on the assumption
that the operation was conducted by the crew on the Japanese ship “Tokei Maru,”
it deals with the Japanese historical documents found in Japanese magazines. A

tentative story of the event is proposed in the concluding section.
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Ao Tov wmoviKod atpomioiov «Tokeb-Mapov» apikovio ek Zpudpvng 1600
npocpuyot. Emiong dwa tov ayyhikod Ap[illegible] apikovto étepot 600.

[Zxpir, 27 Avyovctov 1922, 2.]
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Ao Tov KaTOTAEVGOVTOG €15 TOV AMUEVE oG 1ommVvikoD «Takei-Mapovy éptacoy
325 mpoo@iyeg ek Zpvpvng, Kotd to TAEicTOoV yuvaikeg Kot Toidtd, To omoia
gomtnoay og ek Bodpatog evéd 1 Zpdpvn 0AOKANPOG avIN)EL Ad TOVG YOOLG Kot
TG ooyds T@v cpalopévov Xpiotiavov. H didcmois tov aveatépov EAvev,
oiltveg nABov pe ta gvdvpata pe to omola eppipnoav aAldepoves TV @pov
eKELVNV TNG YEVIKNG OQayNG TTPOG TNV Tapaiiay, TelvovTeg LoTaing KETOAG Yelpag
TPOG TO ZUHUOYIKG TOAEUKA, opgiletar €1g Tov KuPepviitny tov lanwv. okapovg
Ko ToVg avtirpoo®novg ¢ Etarpiag aderpovg Aod.

O Idnwv KvBepving cvykivnOeic amd 1o Béapo anéoteldey atpokdtovg ot mv
mapérafe ta yovaukoémodo avtd eni tov mAoiov Tov. Evd opmg o avimpdommnog
¢ Etatpiog nropdleto va dmdomn 1o cvvOnpa tov andéniov ekvkA®On vrd
aélopotikdv tov Kepoiikov Emiteleiov, LET’ anOGTAGLOTOC GTPOATIOTIKOD
a&locdvTeV TV Topddocty TV ent Tov lamwvikov emPifacOiviav EAAvov.

O k. AoV avrtitaybeic eviovmg, edomoince tov KuBepvntng tov «Tdxei-
Moapov». O d¢ lanov KvBepvntng ev ayavaktoet annpvinoev ott ana&lol
ATOVTHGEWDG TOV apyNYOV TOOVTOV KOKOVPYDV 0pddV, QITIVEG KOTOIGKOVOLV TOV
avOpoTiopov Kot 6t dev gvvoel va Topad®oTn 0VOEVE TOV TPOCEVY®Y TOV
tebévtav vrd v Tpoctociav g larwvikig onuoaiog, £Toyog va TpokaAéon da
A/patog tov mpog Vv ev ABnvaug [pecPeiav, enéppacy g KuPepvnoemg tov,
€4V emeyelpovyv TPOcPoAV KaTé TG oNHaiog TOV.

Ot Kepoiikoi katamhayévieg €K TOV EVTOVOL VOOVG TNG OTAUVTICEDS TOV
Iantwvog KvPBepvntov, apov cuvevvondncav petd tov Atolkntov tov,
AmEYOPNCAV Kol TOOVTOTPOTMG 325 EAANVEG E00ONGaV £K PPIKOIOVS BavaTov.

O lanov avimpdomnog S1ETAEE, CNUELMTEOV, TNV OMPEAY UETAPOPAY TMV
avoTépo yuvarkomaidmv g [epatd.

Ot mpooeLYES aeNYoVVTAL OTL, OTAV TO TAOIOV UTETAEEV €K TOV ALUEVOG
Zuovpvng, to aipa £ppee motapunddv, dvev vepPfoing, and ta Bvpata, dtwvo dev
£ToVPeKifovTo, OAL’ EKPEOVPYOVVTO PPIKOIMDG, 1 OE OVATEUTOUEVEOY SVGOCHIN EK

TOV OTOGLVTIOEUEVOV TTOUATOV TTO TOLOWTI, OGTE OV NOVVOAVTO VO, TOPUUEVOLY
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€yy0g G Tapaiiog Ta wAoia.

[Znuaia, 3 Zentepfpiov 1922, 4.]
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TO XPAT'EION THX XMYPNHX

H I'ENNAIA XTAXIX TQN IAIIQNQN
H IAITQNIKH ®IAANOPQIIIA

A&ilel va e€apbn to yeyovog g eAovOp®TIKNG, aAAd Kot yevvaiog GTAGE®MG TOL
kvBepvitov 1oV lamwvikod ckdgovg «Toéxel-Mapov», 66Tic KatOpbwoe va
Swcmon 825 opoyeveic Tpdoguyag mapd tag Tovpkikdg amethig.

Aot 6tav o lanmv kuPepvitng, cvykvnoeic ek TV aypiov GEOYOV Kot TOV
EKKMOEDV TOV TPOOSPHY®V anécTEILEV OAOG Tag AEUPOVG Tov TAolov OTmG
mopardpn 660vg NOVVATO TEPLGGOTEPOLG TPOSPLYAG, allopa[Ttapk?]ot Tov
Kepoaiikod otpatod mepkvkidcavieg tag Aepfovg, nmeihovy va T0g
katafvbicovv.

Tote o lamov mholapyog onEVGOS AVTOTPOCAOTMS, EINAMGEV €1G TOVG
Kepokong a&lopaticong, 0t €1g mepintooty kab’nv £0yov, ot kot piav tpiyxo
npooeVY®V, 0o 10 £0cwpe w¢ mpocPforny g lamwvikng onpaiog Kot 0’ anntet
nmapd e KuBepvnoeag [illegible] dpecwv tkavoroinotv.

[Ipo g ameting tavg ot Kepokikoi cuvevvonBévieg petd tov apynyov tov,
nvaykacincav v’ a@ioovv avevoyAjtoug tovg ni tov lartmvikod cKapovg
emPipacOivtag TpocPLYIC.

[Eumpog, 4 ZemtepPpiov 1922, 1.]
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NEA A®IZIX [TPX®YT'QN EIX TON ITEIPAIA
XITAPAKTIKAI AOHTHXEIX

NA OI IAITQNEX

Ot 410 10V meVIKoy atpomioiov «Tokei-Mapod» apuybivieg x0ég v npwiov
325 mpoopiyeg ek Zpdpvng HET® EVYVOUOGVHVIG Kol dAKPLOV AVAPEPOVY TNV
€VyevN Kot QULAVOpoToV TpoTOoBOoVvAiay €1 TNV d1GC®GIV TOV TNV omoiav
avéhofev o lamav kofepvimg K. Aod Kot a&lopatikoi Tov GKAPOLE.

Moapd tag anayopevtikdg dtataydc tov Kepotlkdv nepl emPifdoemg

TpooeVY®V, o lanmv kuPepving, cvykivnbeig and 1o Béapa tov cpalopévav



Vrapéewv, omEGTEILEV ATUAKATOVS 01U DV TapEélafe To YuvalKOTaldo €mi TOV
mAoiov Tov.

Evae 6pmg eiye 8061 1o ovvOnpo tov andmiov, adtopotikol tov Kepaiikon
Emuteleiov néiwoav v mapdadocy tov enPifacdiviov EAAvev.

O k. Aob avtitaybeic eviovovg edniooev gv ayavaktiost 0Tt Oempel ava&iov
€0VTOV KOl VO 0KOVOT| Kav O,TIONTTOTE TPOEPYOUEVOV OTd 0PYNYOVS TOLOVTOV
BapBapov cvpeetod Kot Ot dev Ba mapédidev ovde Eva TPOSPLYQ, d1OTL 0OVTOL
etébnoav vd v npootaciov g lotmvikng onpaiog, Tovicag 0Tt give £Toyog vo,
npokaiéon v enéuPacty g ev Kov/norel lantovikng Appoocteiag, gov
emeyeipovy TPosPorV KoTd TG GNULAiNG TOV.

Ot Kepatikol katamhayévieg €K ToOV EVIOVOL VOOVGE, AIEXDPNCOV KOl 0VTMG
eombnoav 325 'EAANveg ek ppikddovg Havatov.

Inuewwtéov 6t Ta atvyr Bvpota petepéptnoav dwpedv g [lepond.

[A0nvaou, 4 ZentepPpiov 1922, 6.]
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O IAITIQN KYBEPNHTHX

Eilve moAd S1daxtikn 1 yepovopics Tov €uyevovg KVBEPVIATOL TOV €V ZUVPVN
LOTOVIKOD GKAPOVS, 0 0TO10G £0MGEV EKTOVTAdAG TPoopUymV. BéPato kdbe
avOpwrog ot 0ct Tov Ba Ekapve To 1010 0L’ ecvvndicapey g1g Tovg tehedtaiong
awToOG Kapovg va BAET@EV TEKVa Oyl TG YDpag Tov Avotéllovtog Hiiov, oAl
GAAOV TOAD YELTOVIKOTEP®V VO ASL0POPOVV 1] KL VO [LOG CTTPAOYVOLV €1 TOV
oAebpov. O lanmv dio g Tpa&emg Tov €didaev avOpOmGUOV.

(40nvaixn, 4 ZentepPpiov 1922, 3.)

BARAfMR

HEXROHRZH - 72 A2 IV FHEEIAT O BAMO & 7% 2 EOITEN
B ThH b, bHAA WMOVYR o0 EAZANBFRLLZEZ LT
HH)e LHL.EAIZZIRE HETZ2EDOALXTIE R, bo LA
DHENN D N4 D3R4 IO % Pesd T A, Fx ZHEHICIBWR S ) &
L7zDIZENRTLE 572 HARAMREIZ, 2078 2@ L T, ABEFERED
KRDLE R LT iz,

([77F4 %] 1922469 H17 (4) H3 H)



®
KAI THN IAIIQNIAN;

Awati 6hat ot dtapaptupior TOV AATPOTOV Kol AOTOV LOUATEIOV Kot
opyavmcemv St v e&oAdBpevoty Tov EAMvav kot 0Aov tov Xplotliovav g
Miuwkpooiog Kot ot EKKANoELG vtV amevfbvoviar Lovov mpodg tag Tpeic Avvapielg
Kot TV ALEPIKNY, KOl OyVOEITOL 1 NPOIKN KOl PN KOTE TO OVOUA OAAG Tpdry ot
xpotovy, elavlporog latmvia g onoiag T0ca Thoin £0MGOV EKATOVTAONG
EMvov kot appeviov amod tog xeipag Tov dnuiov;

Agv opeidetat pa AEELG eVYVOUOGUVIG TPog TNV XOpav Tov AvaTEAAOVTOG
HAiov kot ta gvyevn tékva g

(Eumpog, 7 Zentepnpiov 1922, 3.)
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Smyrna’s Ravagers Fired on Americans

Athens, Sept. 16. Refugees constantly arriving from Asis [sic.] relate new details
of the Smyrna tragedy. On Thursday last there were six steamers at Smyrna to
transport the refugees, one American, one Japanese, two French and two Italian.
The American and Japanese steamers accepted all comers without examining their
papers, while the others took only foreign subjects with passports.

(New York Times, September 18, 1922, 2.)
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Smyrna Horror Described by Atlantan

Smyrna — John S. Owens, Jr., Writes of Horror to Parent Here

Doomed Christians Pleaded in Vain to Allied Warships for Succor, He says
Talked with Sufferers.

Declaring that all the nations except the Japanese turned deaf ears to the plea of
the mobs of doomed citizens, and describing the conduct of the Japs, Mr. Owens
told of witnessing the arrival of a Japanese vessel at Athens.

“As I stood there and looked on,” he wrote, “I just thrilled to the ground. I don't



know why unless it was because the realization that Japan is at least human a[nd]
not barbarian, as we imagine the ‘yellow peril.” And when I heard the story I
thrilled more.

“There was a Japanese warship in the Smyrna harbor. Contrary [to] the action
of every other man-of-war there, this warship took on board every refugee it could
possibly find room for. There was also a cargo boat from Nippon there. When it
saw this, it dumped a large part of its cargo overboard and took off refugees.

“Americans, British, French, Italians and everybody else told the refugees they
could only take their own nationals on board, and it remained for the lowly Japs to
prove their mettle. I was proud of them.”

[The Atlanta Constitution, October 15, 1922, 1.]
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Tell of Atrocities

“One or two ships came in during the course of the afternoon, but things were
more or less the same. | had some man standing near to interpret what they were
saying for me, and some of the atrocities which they related were dreadful. But
my ship never did come in, so I rushed back to Athens to get a place to rest for
night.

“The next morning I was up bright and early. A Japanese ship was unloading its
last bunch of refugees. As I stood there and looked on I just thrilled to the ground.
I don’t know why, unless it was because the realization that Japan is at least
human, and not a barbarian, as we imagine of the yellow peril. And when I heard
the story I thrilled more.

“There was a Japanese warship in the harbor. Contrary to the action of every
other man-of-war in Smyrna, this warship took on board every refugee it could
possibly find room for. There was also a cargo boat from Nippon there. When it
saw this it dumped a large part of its cargo overboard and took off all the refugees
and carried them to Piracus. American, British, French, Italian and everybody else
told the refugees that they could only take their won nationals on board, and it
remains for the lowly Japs to prove their mettle. I was proud of them, because
after all east could meet west.

[The Atlanta Constitution, October 15, 1922, Eleven A.]
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Japanese at Smyrna

Mrs Anna Harlowe Birge, wife of Prof Birge of the International College at
Smyrna, tells of an incident when Smyrna was being burned. The desperate

refugees were crowding each other off the wharves, and the harbor was full of
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men and women swimming around in the hope of rescue until they drowned. In
the harbor at that time was a Japanese freighter, which had just arrived loaded to
the decks with a very valuable cargo of silks, laces and china, representing many
thousands of dollars.

The Japanese captain, when he realized the situation, did not hesitate. The
whole cargo went overboard into the dirty waters of the harbor, and the freighter
was loaded with several hundred refugees, who were taken to the Piraeus and
landed in safety on Greek shores.

[The Boston Globe, Sunday Globe Editorial and News Feature Section, December
3, 1922, 4]
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INCENDIARY BOMBS

Reuter's Agency learns that the following Athens message has been received in
Greek quarters in London:

[---] “Refugees state that the French and Italian warships refused to take on
board persons failing to produce certificates of nationality, while they say that the
English vessels took refugees on board, though they naturally gave the first place
to British subjects. All the refugees dwell on the alacrity shown by the American
destroyers and other ships, who rendered every possible assistance, while the
Relief Committee sent out motor-cars to collect stragglers. The gratitude of the
refugees towards America is, therefore, immense. Japanese vessels also picked
people up.

[Daily Telegraph, September 18, 1922.]
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Les réfugiés de Smyrne

On mande de Londres:

Un télégramme d’Athénes announce qu'il y avait jeudi dernier, & Smyrne, six
vapeurs, dont un américain, un japonais, deux francais, deux italiens pour le
transport des réfugiés.

A la suite de l'incendie & Smyrne, il ne reste plus que les quaire [sic] murs des
consulats francais, anglais et américain.

[Le Temps, 19 Septembre 1922, 2.]
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Consul Tells of Suffering in Near East

A Japanese merchantman brought succor to the refugees en route to Greece and
gave them the kindest treatment.

[The Japan Times & Mail, October 21, 1922, 8.]
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A Japanese boat brought off some refugees, and I have heard threw overboard
some of their cargo for the purpose. Passengers on the ship speak in the highest

term of the Japanese officers and men."”
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of the ocean. This country isn't big enough they have to have all the islands,
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