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Uniqueness of Omi Hino Merchants and Development of the Patent Medicine
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Omi merchants refer to four merchants (Takashima, Hachiman, Hino, and Koto) arising
from the Omi district around the current Shiga Prefecture and Lake Biwa in the Edo period.
They established their own distribution network by linking local rich merchants with an
abundant labor force and opening stores in peddling areas whereas head stores were located
in Omi. In contrast to other Omi merchants who sold goods in large cities, Hino merchants
went to small cities and adjacent rural areas in North Kanto and Tohoku, opened many stores,
and sold goods on commission through these stores. Genzo Shono in Omi Hino Town
produced concoction by combining five medicines in 1701. This drug was well-received for its
effectiveness, replacing Hinowan, the leading product of Hino merchants with Hino patent
medicine as goods sold on commission through existing sales network over time. A merchants'
association named “Otoubannakama” which was established in 1680 supported it. Its
activities had continued until the early Meiji era for about 200 years, contributing to the

development of Hino patent medicine.
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