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TOTSUKA Yoji, his view of science and thanatology

INO, Ren

Abstract:

TOTSUKA Yoji (1942-2008) was a world-renowned Astro-ray physicist specializing in
neutrinos and considered the leading candidate for the Nobel Prize in Physics, but died of
cancer just before his honor.

His view of science is penetrated by the spirit of an experimental physicist, and his
view of life and death [thanatology] is penetrated by his objective self-awareness.

This paper examines his views and humor [kaigyaku], similar to the Meiji period literary

magnate MASAOKA Shiki (1867-1902).



